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8.21.010 Purpose 

To address increased demand from Kittitas County Residents for curbside recycling and yard 
waste collection. 

8.21.020 Definitions. 

Sections 

8.21.021 Cart 
8.21.022 Yard Waste. 
8.21.022 Yard Waste. 
8.21.023 Compost Facility. 
8.21.024 Curbside recycling. 



8.21.025 Division. 
8.21.026 Group Collection Site. 
8.21.027 Material Recovery Facility.  
8.21.028 Multifamily Customer. 
8.21.029 Multifamily Residence. 
8.21.0211 Recyclable Materials. 
8.21.0212 Single-Family Customer. 
8.21.0213 Solid Waste. 
8.21.0214 Solid Waste Company. 
8.21.0215 Yard Waste. 
8.21.0216 WUTC. 

 
 

8.21.021 Cart. 
“Cart” means a wheeled and lidded collection container. 

 
8.21.022 Yard Waste. 
“Yard Waste,” as designated by Kittitas County comprehensive solid waste 
management plan, yard waste commonly found in residential garbage is best 
managed by composting at a compost facility. 

 
8.21.023 Compost Facility. 
“Compost facility” means any facility that is permitted to accept organic materials as    
defined in WAC 173-350-100. 
 
8.21.024 Curbside recycling. 
“Curbside recycling” means the collection of food packaging, product packaging, and 
paper products designated in the current Kittitas County comprehensive solid waste 
management plan and commonly found in residential garbage that are best managed 
by returning them to a remanufacturing cycle. 

 
8.21.025 Division. 
“Division” means the solid waste division of Kittitas County department of solid waste. 

 
8.21.026 Group Collection Site. 
“Group Collection Site,” a location established by the solid waste collection company to 
service carts from multiple accounts, where collection vehicle access is limited. 
 
8.21.027 Material Recovery Facility.  
“Material recovery facility” means any facility that collects, compacts, repackages, 
sorts, or processes for transport source separated solid waste for the purpose of 
recycling (WAC 173-350-100). 

 
8.21.028 Multifamily Customer. 
“Multifamily customer” means the manager or owner of a multifamily residence. 

 



8.21.029 Multifamily Residence. 
“Multifamily residence” means any structure housing two or more dwelling units (WAC 
480-70-041). 

 
8.21.0211 Recyclable Materials. 
“Recyclable materials” means materials designated in the current Kittitas County 
comprehensive solid waste management plan that are transported for recycling, 
reprocessing, reclamation, or for any process that extracts or modifies the commodity for 
reuse or another commercially valuable purpose (WAC 480-70-041). 

 
8.21.0212 Single-Family Customer. 
“Single-family customer” means a person or family living in a residential unit designed 
exclusively for occupancy of one family living independently. 

 
8.21.0213 Solid Waste. 
“Solid waste” means all putrescible and nonputrescible solid and semisolid wastes 
including, but not limited to, garbage, rubbish, refuse, swill, ashes, industrial wastes, 
sewage sludge, demolition, and construction wastes, abandoned vehicles or parts of 
abandoned vehicles, and source-separated recyclable materials collected from 
single- and multifamily residences (WAC 480-70-041). 

 
8.21.0214 Solid Waste Company. 
“Solid waste company” means every common carrier, including a contract carrier, who 
provides solid waste collection service as authorized by the Washington Utilities and 
Transportation Commission (WAC 480-70-041). 

 
8.21.0215 Yard Waste. 
Yard waste,” a component of compostable organics, means plant material commonly 
generated while maintaining yards and gardens, and through horticulture, gardening, 
landscaping, or similar activities. Yard waste includes, but is not limited to, grass 
clippings, leaves, branches, brush, weeds, flowers, roots, windfall fruit, vegetable 
garden waste, holiday trees, and tree pruning’s twelve inches or less in diameter. 

 
8.21.0216 WUTC. 
“WUTC” means the Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission. 
 
8.21.030 Residential curbside recycling and yard waste collection boundaries. 
 

1. Curbside Recycling. Curbside recycling service will be available to all single- 
family and multifamily customers in the Urban Growth area of the City of 
Ellensburg, the City of Cle Elum, Roslyn and in all planned unit developments. 

2.  Boundaries for the purpose of establishing minimum levels of curbside 
collection of yard waste from single-family and multifamily customers will be the 
same. 

 
8.21.040 Minimum levels of curbside recycling and yard waste collection 



service. 
 

The minimum levels of service and the Washington Utilities and Transportation 
Commission (WUTC) regulation of the solid waste company, pursuant to 
Chapter 81.77 RCW will continue from the effective date of the ordinance codified in 
this chapter unless terminated by the county. The minimum level of curbside 
recycling and yard waste collection service to be provided by the solid waste 
company in unincorporated Kittitas County must include the following: 

1. Single-Family Curbside Recycling. 
A. Single-family customers receiving curbside garbage collection service will 
receive and be billed for curbside recycling service. 

 

B. Single-family customers not receiving curbside garbage collection service 
may contact the solid waste company to receive and be billed for curbside 
recycling service. 

C. Recyclable Material Collected. The following recyclable material will be 
collected from single-family customers as specified herein. Material will be 
commingled in each collection container. 

. 

i. Tin-coated steel cans. 

ii. Aluminum cans. 

iii. Newspaper, including glossy advertisements and inserts that are 
delivered with the newspaper. 

iv. Mixed paper, including mail, magazines, catalogs, phone books, 
paperback books, computer paper, white and colored ledger, file folders, file 
cards, and chipboard. 

v. Paper food containers, including paper bags, dry food boxes, frozen food 
boxes, and milk cartons. 

vi. Corrugated cardboard. 

vii. Plastic containers including bottles, jugs, jars, and dairy tubs. 

D. Collection Schedule. The recyclable material listed in subsection (1)(C) of 
this section must be collected at least every other week. 

E. Collection Containers. The solid waste company shall provide a minimum of 
one cart to each single-family customer. Single-family customers that generate 
more recyclable material between collections have the following options: 

i. Request additional carts from the solid waste company. 

ii. Place additional recyclables in a container that protects material from 
loss or weather conditions, and be set out on the normal collection day, 
at no extra charge. 



iii. Haul extra recyclable material to the nearest county-owned recycling 
facility. There is no additional charge for using the recycling facility. 

2. Multifamily Curbside Recycling. 

A. Multifamily customers receiving curbside garbage collection service will 
receive and be billed for curbside recycling service. 

B. Recyclable Material Collected. All the recyclable material listed in 
subsection (1)(C) of this section will be collected from multifamily customers as 
specified herein. Material will be commingled in each recycling collection 
container. 

C. Collection Schedule. The recyclable material listed in subsection (1)(C) of 
this section must be collected at least every other week. 

D. Collection Containers. Carts must be placed at each garbage collection 
location where space for multiple carts or steel containers and access for 
recycling trucks is available. The solid waste company in consultation with the 
division will determine the correct number of recycling carts or steel containers 
for each multifamily customer. Every effort must be made by the customer, in 
coordination with the hauling company, to provide adequate space to 
accommodate 0.1 cubic yards of recycling capacity per unit, per week. 

3. Optional Curbside Compostable Organics Collection. 

A. Curbside yard waste collection service will be available to all single-family 
and multifamily customers within the curbside collection boundaries as follows: 

i. Collection of residential yard waste must be made available to all 
residences within the permanent residential burn ban areas. 

 

ii. Additional areas outside the burn ban boundaries, in which the 
collection company and the County have agreed that adequate demand 
and route density exist, will be given access to collection services. 

 
 

B. Single-family and multifamily customers will receive and be billed for 
curbside yard waste collection only if they request this service. 

C. Material Collected. The following material will be collected as specified 
herein: 

i. Single-family: Yard waste 

a. Yard waste commonly generated while maintaining yards and 
gardens, and through horticulture, gardening, landscaping, or similar 
activities, including, but not limited to, grass clippings, leaves, branches, 
brush, weeds, flowers, roots, windfall fruit, vegetable garden waste, 
holiday trees, and tree pruning’s twelve inches or less in diameter. 

D. Collection Containers. The solid waste company will provide the number of 
ninety-six-gallon carts requested by the customer. 



4. Additional Service Provisions. The following provisions apply to the collection 
services described in this chapter: 

A. All carts must be standardized throughout the county. The solid waste 
company will provide Blue carts for recycling and Green carts for yard waste to 
remain consistent throughout. 

B. The solid waste company may refuse to collect curbside recycling and 
compostable organics material set out for collection if the material will be 
unmarketable due to contamination. If collection is refused, the solid waste 
company must attach information to the cart explaining why the material was not 
collected. The customer will have the choice to clean the recyclable and yard 
waste material or ask the solid waste company to dispose of the material as 
garbage at the next scheduled pick up. The division in consultation with the 
solid waste company will develop this information. 

C. The solid waste company must clean up any material spilled by their 
employees or equipment. Failure to do so may result in a fine by the 
Kittitas County Public Health District. 

D. The solid waste company will not dispose of curbside recycling material or 
yard waste by landfilling, incineration, or other means without the written consent 
of the division. The division will not withhold consent unreasonably in the case of 
contaminated loads that are unmarketable. When consent is granted, the solid 
waste company must report the type of material, the nature of contamination, the 
weight and volume of material disposed, and date and method of disposal to the 
division within two business days. 

E. The division and the solid waste company will discuss the economic viability 
of any proposed changes to the list of recyclable or yard waste material to be 
collected, or to the service area boundaries. Changes in service area boundaries 
are subject to approval of the county. 

 
8.21.050 Curbside recycling and yard waste collection rates. 

The solid waste company must use rate structures and billing systems consistent 
with the solid waste management priorities set forth under RCW 70.95.010.  

 

8.21.060 County notification of WUTC tariff filings. 

Pursuant to WAC 480-70-271, the solid waste company must notify the division when 
filing a tariff revision for garbage, curbside recycling, or yard waste collection rates with 
the WUTC. The solid waste company must notify the division, within two business days, 
of scheduled times and dates of any open meetings or public hearings before the WUTC 
for proposals that might have an effect on customers that reside in Kittitas County. 

 

8.21.070 Program promotion and education requirements. 



1. The solid waste company will prepare and publish materials that 
encourage the use of curbside recycling, yard waste and garbage collection 
services. The division may direct the solid waste company to distribute printed 
material to customers. Distribution methods include: Publishing materials on 
the hauler’s website, mailings, and cart tagging programs. 

2. The solid waste company must distribute educational materials to new 
customers. 

3. The solid waste company must prepare and distribute calendars of collection 
dates to all customers. The calendar must list the solid waste company’s phone 
number and the WUTC’s consumer affairs toll free phone number. 

4. The solid waste company will not distribute any promotional or educational 
materials to the customer without prior review and approval of the materials by the 
division. 

8.21.080 Reporting Requirements. 

1. The solid waste company must submit garbage, curbside recycling, and yard 
waste collection data to the division in a format determined by the division on a 
quarterly basis. These reports must also include contamination rates and material 
composition of commingled recyclables from MRF audits, and number of 
residential recycling accounts tagged or not serviced due to contamination. 

2. The solid waste company must annually provide a summary report to the Division 
of all multifamily facility service levels, including garbage and recycling containers 
and service frequency.  

 



 



 

 
 

 


